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Climate Emergency Declaration by

the Tokyvo Metropolitan Public University Corporation

With humankind facing a serious climate crisis, the Tokyo Metropolitan Public
University Corporation hereby declares a climate emergency in order to take the
initiative in contributing to the realization of a sustainable society and to achieve carbon

neutrality by 2050.

We will:

1. Develop action plans for mitigation and adaptation of the climate change and reflect
these activities in our operations as well as in education, research, and campus life.

2. Collaborate widely with government and local authorities, other university
corporations and related organizations, the general public, and private sector
corporations.

3. Develop human resources who will tackle the challenge of achieving carbon
neutrality.

4. Collaborate and cooperate with three educational institutions and promote efforts
for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) including the climate action, by
working with faculty, staff and students throughout the Corporation.

July 16, 2021

YAMAMOTO Ryoichi,

Chairperson, Tokyo Metropolitan Public University Corporation
OHASHI Takaya,

President, Tokyo Metropolitan University

KAWATA Seiichi,

President, Advanced Institute of Industrial Technology
WATANABE Kazuhito,

Principal, Tokyo Metropolitan College of Industrial Technology



The significance of issuing the Climate Emergency Declaration by
the Tokyo Metropolitan Public University Corporation

(Background)

With a population of about 14 million, the Japanese capital of Tokyo currently emits approximately 60 million tons
of greenhouse gases (COz equivalent) and 4 million tons of waste annually. Accelerating global economic growth since
the latter half of the 20th century has resulted in serious global warming, attributable to greenhouse gases generated
by humans. As a result, one million species are in danger of extinction. In other words, anthropogenic global warming
is beginning to threaten the survival not only humans but all living creatures on the earth.

Under these circumstances, the adoptions of the Paris Agreement and the SDGs by the United Nations in 2015
marked a milestone in human history. The Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5°C™! compiled by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in 2018 indicates that a 1.5 °C target would significantly reduce
climate risks compared to the so-called 2 °C target™. The international consensus is that humans must limit the
increase in global average temperature to no more than 1.5 °C from pre-industrial levels.

However, as reported by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), the average global temperature in 2020
had already increased by 1.2 °C from pre-industrial levels. The risk of ecological and socio-economic impacts including

extreme climate events due to global warming is increasing.

(Movements in Japan and overseas)

In order to overcome this climate crisis, countries around the world have already declared a climate emergency,
with the goal of achieving carbon neutrality (i.e., reducing net greenhouse gas emissions and absorption to zero) by
2050. The declaration has been made by 16 countries and by over 1,980 local governments in 34 countries.

In Japan, more than 90 local governments have declared a climate emergency so far. A goal of “Net Zero CO2
Emissions by 2050” has been declared by more than 400 local governments. The Tokyo Metropolitan Government
announced its “Zero Emission Tokyo Strategy” in December 2019, declaring the climate emergency and calling for
prompt action. The Prime Minister announced 2050 carbon neutrality on October 26, 2020, and on November 19 and
20, the House of Representatives and the House of Councillors passed a declaration of climate emergency.

Today, a climate emergency has now been declared not only by local and national governments but also by various
entities including universities, academic associations, museums, art galleries, and corporations. More than 300

universities around the world have issued climate emergency declaration.

(Significance of issuing a declaration as a university corporation)

The primary mission of our corporation is to pursue a vision for human society in major cities. Given the impact on
the environment of the huge volumes of resources and energy consumed by major cities, we view it as our natural
responsibility to take the initiative in responding to this climate emergency and to strive to achieve sustainable cities.
Our corporation has promoted environmentally friendly measures across the university through its eco campus and
green campus activities. It has also pursued research on environmental innovations and urban environmental
policies. We are committed to continuing to pursue these efforts and enhancing them as appropriate to meet the

climate emergency.

*1 Special Report on the impacts of global warming of 1.5 °C above pre-industrial levels and related global greenhouse gas emission pathways, in
the context of strengthening the global response to the threat of climate change, sustainable development, and efforts to eradicate poverty
(Source: The website of the Ministry of the Environment; https://www.env.go.jp/press/106052.html)
*2 The global goal of limiting the increase in average global temperature to less than 2 °C from pre-industrial levels

(Source: The website of the Ministry of the Environment; https://www.env.go.jp/info/hojin/doku/nies_chuchoki_4-ref.pdf)



	★東京都公立大学法人-気候非常事態宣言（日英）-2-1
	★【0819理事長確認後】（英語）東京都公立大学法人 気候非常事態宣言 (1)

